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Airlie News

This is the first edition of The Airlie News. It will not be a regular publication, but will be
produced from time to time as a way of passing information about what is happening on
the Estate to everybody who lives, works or has any involvement with the estate.

Having been in post as factor for just under a year, I felt that now is a good time to
highlight the main activities which have taken place on the estate and to look forward to
next year. [ am also aware that to date [ have not as yet met all of the tenants, but as I am
on the Estate every Monday I hope to rectify this as soon as possible.

PROPERTY REPAIRS

Ian Rose and I are working on a rolling programme of property repairs and
improvements. This started with a good number of properties being insulated under a
Government backed scheme. Although not all properties were done, any new
opportunities to upgrade the houses will be followed up.

PROPERTY RENOVATIONS

We are currently working with Communities Scotland (formerly Scottish Homes), on a
programme to renovate a number of the properties on the Estate. Over the next three to
four years we are hoping to renovate and bring back into occupation two or three
properties a year. We are currently looking at Gertrude Cottage, Cossacks Farmhouse,
The Airlie Lodge, Crossmiln, Stables Flat and Brown’s Cottage.

FOOTPATHS

We are working with Scottish Natural Heritage and Angus Council on a possible
extension to the path network round the Estate. It is important that we welcome walkers
to the Estate, and to encourage them use the facilities provided in a responsible way.



VANDALISM AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Last summer The River Walk, which is a most beautiful place to enjoy walking and
watching wildlife, suffered from regular vandalism, fires being lit and general misuse.
We are going to be working closely this year with the local Community Police Officer,
and hopefully the outbreaks of vandalism will cease and we can all enjoy the River Walk
again.

AIR GUNS

This is a very emotive topic and has been in the press recently. We live on an estate
where correctly run field sports are an integral part of the Estate life, not to mention the
local economy.

Having recently renewed the windows in the Grey Lodges, it is very disappointing to see
that they have been the target of air guns, as have a number of signs on the Estate. If you
see any misuse of airguns I would urge you to report it to me at the Estate office, and it
will be dealt with tactfully and confidentially.

FISHING

Last year was a good year for the river and we have a good number of repeat bookings

for this season. Godfrey Darling does a great deal of work keeping the river and the
banks in first class condition.

At a recent meeting with the new committee members of the Kirriemuir Angling Club, it
was heartening to learn that they are attracting new members and are to be implementing
measures to encourage younger members of the Club. The Estate has agreed to assist the
club that they will be allowed access to the Moy Burn until the end of July, and that we

will carry out some selective tree felling on the Prosen above the Prosen Bridge to open
up further water.

FORESTRY

A twenty year long term plan for all of the woodland on the Estate was agreed last year.
This year we are going to have a very busy programme of felling especially in Glen Moy,
at Benscravie, Cot Gibbon and Prosen Bridge.

In addition the replanting of Forwards Bank will be completed this spring.

The estates were lucky during the recent gales with only a few tees being blown over.
Although few in number they made up for it in size and Cameron Jolly and his team at

Airlie Castle are having to cope with some very large trees which fell in the castle
grounds.






