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Welcome to the Spring Edition of the Kilry News. We have had quite a cold
winter here in Kilry resulting in some wonderful scenery as our picture
illustrates.  It makes you wonder how the residents managed in the times
before central heating and 4 x 4’s. We hope you enjoy reading Aly’s census of
1841 and finding out how the Horsman Family are settling down to their new
life in Canada as well as an update of life here in Kilry. The Produce classes
for the Fete can be found on page 7. If you would like to contribute to the
Summer Edition please contact lin3mal@aol.com by end of May or contact
any member of the Editing Team.
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KIRRIEMUIR LANDWARD WEST COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The Community Council held its quarterly meeting at the end of February and in his Community Police Report, PC Alan Bell made the
following points: 1 man has been arrested for Hare Coursing having been caught in action at Balbrydie Farm. A theft of 30 sheep from
Torrax Farm (Lintrathen) between 31 Dec and 24 Feb has been reported and diesel thefts throughout the area continue to be a problem.
Counterfeit £20 notes (RBS and Clydesdale) are in circulation throughout Angus and if in doubt check at Kirriemuir Police Office.
Several cases of ‘distraction theft’ have occurred often by people being bumped into in supermarkets etc and then being distracted while
someone else lifts a purse or wallet. Elderly people are particularly vulnerable.
Tayside Police new NON Emergency number: 0300 111 2222

There was a strong feeling that the gritting and salting throughout the area had generally been effective but there was growing concern
about state of roads following the winter period of ice and snow with numerous potholes appearing throughout the CC area.

Considerable concern was expressed about the downgrading of Mile Hill Wind Farm application despite council officials having stated
previously that it would be classed as ‘major’. While the meeting was at least in part reassured that the application would receive fair and
proper consideration, albeit by only 9 councillors rather than the full 29, it was noted that once the application had been decided, if it
should it then go to appeal, a reporter would be more able to overturn a decision made by a relatively small proportion of the council.

The meeting remained unenlightened as to why this change of status had been made and why it had been done at short notice without
informing statutory consultees and others who had expressed interest in the proposal: it was felt that saving money would have been at
least one major factor i.e. less advertising etc. It was noted that the Ruthven Housing Scheme application had been resubmitted with only
minor changes but was refused on 24 February.

The Cairngorms Outdoor Access Trust has produced leaflets ‘Walking to Health’ for walks on Deeside and Donside and the CC was
interested to know if there was any enthusiasm for something similar in this area. (The Cairngorm Outdoor Access Trust website is worth
a look).

If there are any issues which you wish to raise with your community councillors then contact either Dave Koller  (560242) or Roger Clegg
(560274).
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KILRY PRIMARY SCHOOL

It was a pleasure to welcome Mr Stewart back to Kilry School to judge our Scottish Verse Speaking competition in
which all the children took part, with the older ones reciting some of Robert Burns’ poetry.   Inspired by the Bard’s
words, the children helped decorate the hall for our Burns’ Supper with a Tam O’Shanter, a red, red rose, a dish of

haggis (complete with neeps and tatties), a beautiful hat (with a not so beautiful louse on it) and a moosie who
seemed to have eaten a haggis all to himself!  The younger children designed and painted some prickly thistles to

complete the decoration.

The school closed on two occasions this winter due to the snow creating transport problems, but, as the saying goes, every cloud has a
silver lining and the snow remained long enough for us to fit in our four days ski instruction at Glenshee - hooray!

The clear night skies are particularly beautiful at this time of year
which is helping the children with their current topic - Exploring
Space.  They have already visited Sensations, Dundee, to study
Day and Night, the Night Sky and the Solar System and our
classrooms are now home to a spaceship, an astronaut, planets,
stars and even an alien.  With aprons, paint, paper and paste at the
ready the children also created a solar system for one of the
classroom walls and I have tried to capture this on the photograph
accompanying this article.

  Edith Koller

HOBBIES AND HOB NOBS
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KILRY BRANCH OF THE SCOTTISH WOMAN’S RURAL INSTITUT E
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Hallo to All from Sunny British Columbia

Heather's bit (written mid-Jan.):
Recently my family and I emigrated to Canada. We brought our dog Biffo with us and now we are at our new home. Our house is
very near the Pacific Ocean and we have wonderful views. So far we have had absolutely brilliant weather (we arrived in snow which
turned to sun)! We got here just in time for a lovely Christmas with the whole family. We have slowly been getting to know our
neighbours and for New Year we went with some friends to a New Year Party (ceilidh)! We have already had a visit from some
friends from Scotland and we really enjoyed having them to stay. We still miss Scotland but are really enjoying our new life in
Canada!
Heather Horsman

We are having a great time here – we're living in a lovely cosy house on Vancouver Island, twenty
minutes from Victoria and five minutes walk from the ocean (Juan de Fuca Strait and Puget Sound)
– with views across to mainland BC and snow-covered Mount Baker to the east and the Olympic
Peninsula in America (more snow-capped peaks) to the south. The kids are loving it – George
thinks school is great with so many boys and lots of sport. Heather of course misses all her Kilry
school friends a lot but she's making friends locally and we have found her the best ever place to go
riding – it's called Follyfoot Farm (the owner grew up in Wales!) and is just perfect, with good
instruction and nice people, fun horses and great rides out on trails and to the beaches (see:
http://www.follyfootfarm.net/index.htm - Heather is currently riding Chewy). She also has an
almost daily round of e mail, letters, skype phone calls etc. with Caitlin and the other girls – so
we're well up-to-date with happenings in Kilry which is lovely! George has just got into “tweeting” on Twitter with various friends
and relatives in the UK (ask a 9 year-old if you don't know what it is!). The school work is great too (lots of homework!) and really
interesting – Bill and Nonie are having to learn a lot about Canadian current affairs etc. fast! We had thought they might be a bit
ahead of their peers here because Canadian children start school later but they must catch up somewhere between Grade 1 and Grade
4 which George is in (Heather is Grade 6). Heather also likes the look of her next (middle) school which her class visited last week
(the school orchestra played the theme from Pirates of the Caribbean for them). The kids went to their first hockey game this week
(of course that means ice!) with a friend of Heather's from down the road and her Dad – the Victoria Salmon Kings lost!

We have a great new addition to the family – Millie is an eight month old rescue puppy from Mexico. She's been with a foster
“parent” in Victoria for 6 months after being found wandering the streets in Mexico. She is very cute, full of energy and extremely
fast – she can also jump 5 feet so she's quite a challenge to keep in view! Heather is working hard on her training and getting up early
every morning before school to take her out for a run as she is her dog (now you know how we persuaded Heather to move to
Canada!). The kids come home from school on their big yellow bus (I thought they were just in American films but they have them
here too!) and then most days we walk down to Tower Point Reserve which is one of the nearest beaches and Millie romps around
the beaches, cliffs and grassy area on her own or with other dogs we meet there.  Just a bit further along is Witty's Lagoon Reserve
(http://www.wittyslagoon.com/) which is stunning – big trees right down to the shore and muddy creeks, a lovely waterfall and big
lagoon and estuary, full of waterbirds and with lovely trails to run or walk round. Apparently it's really nice for swimming in summer
too – both the lagoon and the beaches.  Ken and Laura Farquarson (many of you will know them, they used to farm at Kinclune) live
right beside the lagoon with a garden right down to the shore – they've been really kind to us and are going to let us keep our kayaks
on their shore in the summer.

The parks and reserves in general are stunning. We're amazed at how easy it is to get to what feels like real wilderness even really
close to Victoria and other built-up areas. The trees are huge and the Parks are really well organised so you can park (or cycle!) and
then walk a short distance and be up a small mountain and in lovely old growth forest very quickly. There are deer and all sorts of
“garden” birds everywhere where we live and apparently even black bears in local Witty's Lagoon and Tower Point reserves in the
“Fall” when they come for the berries.  Biffo loves it here and has had a new lease of life, going on long walks and playing on the
beaches.  It's remarkably warm (sorry!) and feels very Spring-like already. We arrived in a foot of snow which EVERYONE tells us
never happens on Vancouver Island – so we made the most of it and since then and the rain that followed it's been lovely. We are
planning to get to Mt Washington on the Island or maybe Whistler ski resort on the mainland – or George won't forgive us (his bribe
to come here was the snow boarding and mountain biking opportunities!).

It's been quite a roller-coaster arriving here and it hasn't all been easy. It has made us appreciate even more than we did previously
just what wonderful friends we have in Kilry.  Nonie couldn't possibly have managed all the palaver with containers and packing up
the house and getting Biffo   to Canada etc. etc. without the huge help so many of you gave us – container-packers and child-
entertainers and people who just came round and made food or tidied and helped in really practical ways (and after we left too!). And
the staff and children and parents at school were just so lovely to Heather and George – we were quite overwhelmed by all your kind
thoughts and gifts and send-offs. We really miss you and look back on our 12 wonderful years in Kilry with very happy memories.
Do please keep in touch – it's lovely to receive e mails and letters and to know how you are all doing (our e mail addresses below)
and we really hope that lots of you will manage to come and visit while we're here – we want to show people around now!  Very best
wishes to you all for a great year in Kilry in 2009.
Nonie, Bill, Heather, George, Biffo and Millie Horsman. Feb. 2009
nonie@logicalcobwebs.com; bill@logicalcobwebs.com; heather.horsman@googlemail.com; george.horsman@googlemail.com


