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CAMMOCK LOCHAN

In 2005 we bought the house at Easter Cammock in Glenisla with a view
to renovating it and making a decision in due course about whether we
would retire there from our home in the Borders.   We retired in 2006/07
and, as a result of the warm welcome and the great assistance we
received from those in the Glen, decided we would relocate to Easter
Cammock.  June had created a small pool in our garden in the Borders
and decided that she would like a larger pond in our new garden.  Her
original pool was rather modest at about 2 feet by 1.5 feet and I
assumed she wanted something a bit larger but was astonished when
she announced her desire for a pond of around 1 or 2 acres to attract
ducks and other wildlife and to improve the ecological diversity.

A search of the internet turned up an excellent website showing illustrations of various projects undertaken including creation
of large ponds and small (and not so small) lochs for a variety of purposes ranging from ecological improvement to hydro
electric schemes.  Contact was made and interest in our project was expressed and followed by a site visit in May 2007.  A
rough topological survey showed that our proposed site had a fall of 4 metres from its highest to lowest points but that, with
creation of an embankment, a pond should be possible with water supplied from the Cammock Burn which crosses the
garden.  Initial plans were drawn up and appeared to meet June’s specification and to be more or less affordable.  Test digs
of the ground were carried out in October 2007 and showed that, as well as patches of gravel, there were significant deposits
of clay and silt which could be used to line the embankment.  In November 2007 application was made to the local council
and to SEPA for planning permission and at this point progress slowed dramatically.

The local council application progressed smoothly and without any significant delays but was dependent ultimately on
approval by SEPA.  The application to SEPA proved rather more difficult, initially in trying to ascertain which forms they
wanted us to submit; was it for a simple license or a complex license or did we really need a license at all; was it for
impoundment of water or not; should the pond be on-line or off-line.  Subsequently a considerable amount of information was
required about; the impact on migratory fish in the Cammock Burn – we explained that the Reekie Linn ensured there were
no migratory fish in the Isla above that point let alone in the Cammock Burn; the planting regime to be followed – we
undertook not to plant Rhododendron Ponticum on the banks of the pond but did indicate a wish to sow meadow grass seed
mix to encourage wild flowers and discourage the otherwise inevitable crop of docken which would follow SEPA’s preferred
method of leaving the ground unplanted to naturalise by itself.   After 3 site visits, one by the local authority planning
department and 2 by SEPA and after considerable correspondence we finally received approval from SEPA in September
2008.

Summer has arrived and time for the Kilry News again. We hope you enjoy this edition which gives an overview of our local clubs
and organisations as well as the leading article on Cammock Lochan. As usual we would welcome your news especially holiday
stories/ photographs.  If you would like to contribute to the Autumn  Edition  please E mail Lin3mal@aol.com  or contact any
member of the Editing Team by the end of August.



Work started on site in October 2008 in the rain.  Jelly-like embankments were created and June and I watched with
fascination the antics of the excavator and the tractor and trailer used to transport the 3000 cubic metres of earth,
gravel, silt and clay about the site.  Numerous rescue efforts were required by the excavator as the tractor and trailer
sank deeper and deeper into the waterlogged earth.  We watched with apprehension as the excavator worked its way
around the top of the embankment which we were unable to walk on without sinking up to our knees in mud.  Despite
the difficulties imposed by the conditions the skills of the excavator driver showed through and the pond began to take
shape with a substantial embankment surrounding it.  However it became clear that work would require to be put on
hold until the embankment dried out and consolidated.  All activity stopped in November 2008 and will, we hope, restart
towards the end of May 2009.  We will provide an update in a later edition once work has finished and hopefully the
ducks have arrived and the ecological diversity has been expanded.

During the drying out process the site has seen numerous
visitors with frequent visits by several groups of red deer and
a number of sightings of mad March hares racing across the
site as well as the constant activity of oyster catchers in
recent months – though we have not yet identified any eggs.
Considerable help and advice has been provided by many; in
allowing drainage through the winter months into adjacent
field drains; in installing a valve and drainage pipe at the
lowest point to allow for emptying of the pond should this be
required; in advising on the need for boulders around the
embankments and on the islands to reduce erosion caused
by wind and wave action; in providing and transporting many
tons of stones for this; in advising on the need for mink,
stoat, rat and other traps if we are to encourage and sustain duck populations and breeding; in identifying the need to
stock the pond in due course with brown trout (preferably of Loch Leven strain) and in helping in many other areas.  To
all those concerned we offer our sincere thanks.
John Browning

As many of you will know Malcolm Connor has stepped down as Hall Chairman, and as his successor I am very aware of the huge
effort put into the Hall and it’s development under Malcolm’s stewardship. We are all very grateful to Malcolm and his efforts and
also grateful that he has agreed to stay on the committee and allow us to use his experience.

For this next year, in addition to our usual activities, we are conscious that there is an ever-pressing need to continue with the
upgrading of the Hall facilities to keep abreast of changing times and increasing use of the Hall.

With this in mind the Committee has plans to upgrade the kitchen and back premises. All of this costs money and we are looking at
several avenues through which we may raise funds. Progress on this front will be broadcast in future editions of this Newsletter.

The next ‘happening’ in the hall is the election on the 4th of June. Other more sociable events will follow on, the main one of
course being our Fete on the 29th August.

Best Wishes from Mike Morris

 



KILRY GARDENING CLUB

It is always a dicey business arranging a Gardening Club Trip several weeks in
advance. Various things have to be considered, i.e. is this a peak time for specific
plants like primulas, rhododendrons and meconopsis to be at their best? Where
might be a suitable place for coffee/lunch? How many people will manage to
come? Will the weather be kind? Which gardens will we choose to visit, etc. etc.
In the end  the decision has to be made and then the fingers kept crossed until the
day dawns, hopefully bright and clear.
We were extremely lucky on the 2nd of June when, after a run of lovely weather,
even though slightly cooler conditions were forecast, we set off to visit two
gardens near Aberfeldy: Bolfracks and Cluny House on a lovely sunny morning.

We were very lucky to be shown round Bolfracks garden by the wife of the current owner, who explained the history
and then gave us a wonderful tour of the gardens, explaining in detail what everything was and the work being
undertaken to restore and change the gardens. They had originally been redesigned and replanted in the 1970’s by the
present owner’s uncle, who had the assistance of several gardeners to keep it in order. The garden is now maintained
by our guide, who seemed to have boundless energy and vision, with some part time help. We were delighted by the
way the existing garden ‘rooms’ had been simplified and adapted with sensitive plantings of peonies, roses, pinks and
hostas, and the woodland areas with meconopsis, primulas and rhododendrons blended naturally under the trees. The
garden is 4 acres in all and we all felt thankful that our own gardens were comparatively tiny! When we had finished
the tour, our kind guide offered a perfect picnic spot on a lawn beside the house, where we sat in the sun and shared
some delicious goodies everyone had brought. It just WOULDN’T have been the same if it had rained!

We then continued our gardening day with a visit to Cluny House gardens on the
Strathtay road which, by coincidence was featured on The Beechgrove Garden the
day after we were there. Again, we were extremely fortunate to have as our guide
the owner who is the daughter of the man who developed the garden originally.
This was a really beautiful woodland garden of 6 acres, sloping down towards the
River Tay. Her father had planted a great variety of trees and shrubs to give
structure to the garden and she told us that, as the local vet, he had quite a lot of
dead dogs to dispose of, so he buried them in his garden and planted on top of
them and the plants thrived! She did say that the owners were always pleased to
think their pets were to be buried in the garden. How sensible! We had a wonderful walk along meandering paths with
wonderful patches of primulas, fascinating-looking arisaemas, trilliums and huge stems of Cardiocrinum (Lilium
Gigantium) rising from the woodland floor. They do not kill anything in the garden, even slugs are moved elsewhere.
The result was a wonderfully harmonious fusion of nature and unobtrusive planting. It was a most inspirational garden,
and anyone who has not visited it and has the remotest interest in gardening would do well to spend an afternoon there.
We left laden with plants and ideas for creating even a small woodland bit in our own plots.

Next – back to work and replanting the pots around the Hall, which are looking a bit lacklustre after the bulbs have
finished. Hopefully this will be done in the next week and we will again have a lovely display as we did last summer.

Pippa Clegg

FIRST AID CLASSES

First Aid Classes will be run again in Kilry Hall by the St Andrews Ambulance Service starting in the
Autumn, if sufficient interest is shown.

            A notice will be put up with further details on the Hall notice board later in the summer.



Summer has arrived and our break is looming. We are sorry to lose Judith Dunkerly who is moving nearer Edinburgh.
In April our visit to the Chocolate factory at Grandtully proved to be a great day out, the weather was kind to us and the journey
was so relaxing with many interesting views and country activities to be seen. After our afternoon tea we had a very informative
demo on chocolate making after which we spent some time browsing in the shop. Our day was brought to a very pleasant
conclusion with a meal at Strathmore Golf Centre. ( a great day out)
The month of May gave us an insight into the Traidcraft name and June is our Birthday Party when the  entertainment is by
Lintrathen W.R.I. This event will bring our year to a happy end.
Our trophies for monthly competitions are presented at this time of year with the winners this year being 1st Isobel Buick, 2nd Pat
Donaldson, 3rd Margaret Thom, with Elma Kydd receiving the Rosebowl for the member with the most entries out-with the prize
list. Margaret Thom receives the shield for the bulb competition. I would like to congratulate those ladies and also everyone who
entered the competitions over the year.
I hope the weather will be good to us for our break and I look forward to seeing you all in September.
It may encourage a few more people to join us having read in the Kilry News what we do over the over the year.
Enjoy your holidays.                                                                                                                                           May Hadden President

LITTLE GLENNERS

The children have been busy, amongst other things painting
and making wonderful Easter nests.   Over Easter we had our
first picnic at Glamis - a bit cold, but it was good to dust down
the picnic gear! The mums have had a well-deserved relaxing
night out watching DVDs and having a Chinese meal.
A warm welcome to our brand new Little Glenner Christopher
King (9 April) as well as older new members William (with
mum Penny) and Sarah (with dad Lindsay).
Little Glenners acknowledges its support from Angus Council
and are delighted to have been successful with our recent
application.  We have been awarded the sum of £995! Helen is

off shopping soon and the items on her list include a first-aid kit, chairs, tables and … a dishwasher.
Little Glenners is a Mother and Toddler group which meets in Kilry Hall every Thursday morning during term-time from 10am – 12
noon (note later time!).  It is for children from 0 - 5years and parents / grandparents or helpers. Everyone is very welcome, we try to
incorporate music, craft, countryside ventures and healthy snacks into the programme. The group is run by ourselves and we are
always open to suggestions for things to do.  Please come along and join the 'happy gang'. For more information contact Amy Skea
- 01828 633821 amy@skea.co.uk

LADIES EXERCISE CLASSES – lose lbs and earn ££s for Little Glenners!
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GOOSE CLUB.

GOOSE is now leading up to the summer holidays and we have been able to take advantage of these lovely warm
days by using the fenced outside play area at the back of the hall for games and snacks which is fantastic.
We are in the process of sending out flyers to make parents who may be interested in using GOOSE aware that they
can book one-off sessions as well as regular sessions and that it is also open to younger children in the term before
they begin school. Any parents interested please contact the Club on 560739 for an information pack, and/or to
arrange a visit.

One of our playworkers, Kiewyn, will be going onto maternity leave at the end of this term and we wish her all the very
best. We will be looking for temporary staff cover to work alongside Alfie, our play manager, in Kiewyn’s absence, from
the start of the autumn term (3.30pm-6pm weekdays in termtime). Anyone wishing further details, please contact one
of the committee for a chat, specific qualifications or previous experience would not be necessary, but we would
require you to apply for enhanced disclosure for this post.
The AGM of GOOSE club committee is on Thursday 11th June at 7.30 at Kilry Hall. Due to some families leaving the
area, we need a few more new committee members to help keep the club running and would be delighted if anyone
feels able to join us. The club is run by a committee of parent volunteers, employing a playleader and playwork staff.
Any interested party is welcome to attend the AGM, even if not considering joining the committee. This is your
opportunity to influence the future running of the club.

On Saturday 13 th June from 3pm GOOSE committee is hosting a Fancy D ress Treasure Hunt Bike Ride,
followed by a Barbeque at Kilry Hall. Ice creams ar e ordered again by request after their popularity a t the Table
Sale last year. Please come along to both the Bike Ride and the Barbecue, everyone welcome! There will  be
prizes for the best fancy dress, to be judged at th e start in case enthusiastic cycling/treasure hunti ng ruffles
your outfit! Donations for cake and candy stall or tombola most welcome, also any volunteers for addit ional
road marshals (this is a short route, approx 2.5 mi les for older children, with shorter section and ea sier picture
clues for younger ones)
We hope to raise funds towards running the club as well as having a fun afternoon.
Please contact Becky Sim 582353 or Heather Whitford  560368 for more details.

We hope all the children, families and staff have a very happy summer holidays!
Alfie Spencer and Becky Sim.

PEEL FARM
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KIRRIEMUIR LANDWARD WEST COMMUNITY
COUNCIL

The Community Council held its quarterly meeting at the end
of May and welcomed Alison Wisely from the Energy Saving
Trust organisation SCARF (Save Energy And Reduce Fuel)
who spoke about how assistance can be offered to small
businesses and householders to improve the energy
efficiency of homes and workplaces. Specialist advice is
available free about what measures can be taken and how to
access grant support. Contact Energy Saving Scotland on
freephone 0800 512 012.

The Mile Hill Wind Farm application continues to be a serious
issue for many in the area and although the Community
Council has sympathy for renewable energy, a letter of
objection was sent to the planning department in May 2008
expressing concerns about the location of the site, noise,
disturbance and damage to the existing road network etc.
As this wind farm is one of the biggest developments
proposed for this area for some time, the Community Council
is anxious that it is seen to represent the views of as many of
the residents as possible and to this end it has agreed to
produce a short questionnaire which will be circulated within
the next few weeks.

The Community Police Report advised that people visiting
the countryside should be aware that it is an offence to
interfere with legally set cage traps.  All operators of cage or
Larsen traps for pest species of bird must fit tags or signs to
the traps that, by law, must display a code given by their local

Wildlife Crime Officer, and a police contact number.  The
public should contact police on the number given on the tag
giving the code on the trap or cage should they have any
concerns about the legality of the traps used. There continue
to be concerns about deer poaching and hare coursing and
anyone with suspicions or concerns should contact Tayside
Police on 0300 111 2222 or Alan Stewart, Wildlife Crime
Officer on 01738 892650. Trading Standards have been
contacted by individuals concerned about cold calling.
Intelligence suggests that persons are calling on elderly
residents and offering poor quality goods at inflated prices.
On occasion, it has been intimated to the consumer that the
company is associated with Age Concern and local medical
practices however this information is false.  Please report
such incidents to Trading Standards on 01241 435600.
Shoppers are warned to be vigilant about distraction thieves
and pickpockets whose techniques include bumping into the
shopper or asking them for assistance to divert their attention
away from their belongings; leaving purses and other
valuable property in clear view within bags or trolleys does
make it easy for them.

If there are any issues which you wish to raise with your
community councillors then contact either Dave Koller
(560242) or Roger Clegg (560274).

KILRY PRIMARY SCHOOL

As we near the end of another busy academic year, we look back with a sense of achievement and look
forward with a sense of purpose.  Many of you will already be aware that a new, purpose-built school is to
be constructed next to Peel Farm, which will bring together the three small rural schools of Glenisla, Kilry
and Lintrathen.

Work on the building is due to start this month (June), and a committee of children from the three schools
has been discussing certain aspects of the project with Mrs Coyle and an architect from Angus Council.  All
the pupils have been involved in designing a badge/emblem, and the combined Parent Council has
consulted the school communities with regard to a uniform and name.

The new school is to be known as ‘Isla Primary School’ and the uniform will incorporate a red sweatshirt embroidered with the new
badge.

During the past year the pupils have come together on numerous occasions for educational and recreational events - for example a
choir of Glenisla, Kilry and Lintrathen pupils performed at the ‘Primary Day of Song’ in the Reid Hall, Forfar - and now we are looking
forward to another joint school trip, this time to the Royal Highland Show.  At the family ceilidh held recently, the relaxed way in
which the children confidently intermingled, chatted and danced with each other was evidence of the bonds and friendships which
have already been formed.  The 2009/10 session will be a transitional period during which these bonds will be strengthened. This
process will continue with all three schools adopting the new uniform and also through the forming of a combined Primary One class
to be held in Lintrathen School.  Behind the scenes, staff are working together collating resources, preparing forward lesson plans,
creating a new library system and generally having a jolly good clear out, as well as continuing with the every-day activities of school
life.

Soon we will be saying our goodbyes to Caitlin, David, Esther, Finn, Luke, Mikey, Pyla and Rebecca, who will be continuing their
educational journeys in other schools.  We wish them all a bright and happy future.

The generosity of the communities is evident, not only in the amounts raised through our fundraising projects and the quantity of
Tesco tokens collected, but also by the number of people who attend our coffee mornings and concerts, who are community
members of the Parent Council or Eco and other committees, who volunteer to come and speak to the children about subjects as
diverse as war-time experiences and the Hadron Collider, who have helped with our projects including the recent ClimATIC one
concerning the effects of climate change on certain aspects of our environment,  and many others who support the school in
different ways. Our sincere thanks to you all.

We extend a warm invitation to you to join us at our end of term service at 11am on Wednesday, 1st July.  This will be held in
Lintrathen Church and will be conducted by the Rev Linda Stevens.                                                                                     Edith Koller



The Isla Parishes Church

There has been a lot happening in the church since the last Kilry News.  Firstly Ben (and Magda), our minister for 8
years, left to retire to South Africa.  Our interim minister is John Davidson, minister at Glamis, Kinettles and Inverarity
and he will be guiding us through the vacancy procedures.  As he has a church of his own he is unable to preach often
in Kilry and we are fortunate the WAAM ministers, along with others, are assisting with pulpit supply.  The
nominating committee (who in days gone past were known as the vacancy committee) will be appointed by the
congregation in June, then a Parish Profile will be drawn before advertising for a minister.  All this will take some time
– so we will keep you updated as to how progress is going.

After many years a Sunday School is being formed – initially to be on the 4th Sunday of the month - when the
youngsters, after hearing the children’s address, will leave the church and have time with 2 volunteer teachers.

Plant Sale and Coffee Morning on Saturday 9th May in Airlie Hall.

Many thanks to all in Kilry who supported the plant sale.  A magnificent total of £1,309 was raised.

The Isla Parishes have a regular fundraising programme as approximately £5,000 is needed every year just to make ends meet.
As well as raising money one of the main aims while having some fun at social events is to further increase friendship and the
bonding process within the Isla Parishes and beyond. Fund Raising committee members in Kilry: Clare McGowan (560236)
Katy & Jenny Ralston (560250).
The fund raising committee have been busy arranging events as follows:

Isla Parishes Churches Sponsored Walk (Charity no: SC031461)   Sunday 21st June 2009

Sponsored Walk from Loanhead Farm, Kilry to Kilry Hall, via Burnside Farm, to raise funds for Isla Parishes.  Starting at 2pm and
finishing at approximately 4pm.  Sorry NO dogs are allowed.
The walk covers almost 4 miles the total height climbed is 113 metres – although not all in one go!  Courtesy of the MacLean
Family, there will be a juice, buns and comfort stop at Burnside (48 metres).
Those wishing an easier time can start at Kilry Hall and do part of the walk in reverse.  They can go as far as they wish along this
fairly level section, retracing their steps back to the hall. This end of the walk will be unsupervised to begin with but there will be
signs marking the way in both directions so you won’t get lost! Along the route there will be some things to keep the children (and
perhaps the adults) amused and, as a reward, at the end the walk there will be tea, juice and home baking to enjoy in Kilry Hall.
We also hope to have some activities/games to entertain the children (if they have any energy left!).Transport will be available for
car drivers back to Loanhead if it is required.   Grateful thanks are extended to all landowners involved: F McGowan, M Clark, J &
J Redpath, A Ramsay, A McLean and M & J Ralston

Can You Support Us?
Sponsorship forms will be available in Kilry church from early June or by email from jrscotplough@hotmail.com. If
you wish any further information please contact either Edith on 01575 560242 or Jenny on 01575 560250.
Look forward to seeing you all fighting fit and raring to go!

12th September: Fun Afternoon at Glenisla Community Hall in aid of Isla Parishes Funds (SC031461) More details in the
next Kilry News

Future Songs of Praise - all in Glenisla Church at 6.30pm : 28th June: with Reverend Robert Ramsay.
26th July: with young musicians with Glen Connections.  23rd August: with Janey MacFarlane from Alyth and 27th

September: with Reverend Leslie Barratt.

The Isla Parishes Church Services

All Sunday Morning Services are held in Kilry Church at 10.30am.

The SECOND Sunday morning of the month is a family service and FOURTH Sunday is the Sunday School.   All morning
services will be followed by refreshments and time for fellowship.

Information on any church matter from the Session Clerk, Evelyn Hood (01828 632558) or church elders in Kilry:
namely Tony Clark - 560227, Edith Koller - 560242, Sheila Lothian - 560220, Finlay McGowan - 560236 or Jenny
Ralston - 560250.

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY OF ALL THE ABOVE D ATES.  We know you can’t all support
everything but hopefully there is something for everyone.




